
 

 

 

PARTNER UPDATE - APRIL 2009 
 
 
PRIME MINISTER’S ATHLETE SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
The purpose of the Prime Minister’s Athlete Scholarship Programme is to enable emerging and talented New 
Zealanders to concurrently pursue tertiary study and elite level sport development.  Recipients can receive 
up to $10,000 toward their academic study and up to $6,000 for a living allowance per year.  The programme 
is open to athletes from all sports and information about the programme can be accessed at: - 
 
www.sparc.org.nz/elite-sport/athletes/prime-ministers-athlete-scholarships 
 
Although the programme has a single intake on 1 December, a small surplus has arisen through some 
athletes not taking up their intended course of study.  Therefore, SPARC invites applications for Semester 
two and three (Summer School) 2009 study to be submitted by 5pm 1 June 2009 online at 
www.sparc.org.nz/elite-sport/athletes/prime-ministers-athlete-scholarships.  Applications from those 
declined at the 1 December intake will be re-considered, although applicants should be aware that the same 
selection criteria will be employed. 
 
Please note that this opportunity is in response to an unexpected surplus and may not occur in future 
years. 

 
 
SPARC SEMINAR PROGRAMME 2009       
 
Registration for Intake 2 of the 2009 SPARC Seminar Programme is now open.  The programme is offered as 
part of SPARC’s strategy to support the development of people and organisations in the sport and recreation 
sector. 
 
Booking requests can be made via the SPARC website: -  
http://www.sparc.org.nz/sport/business-improvement/seminar-programme 
  

INTAKE SEMINAR DATES REGISTRATIONS OPEN 
REGISTRATIONS 
CLOSE 

Intake 2 July to November 1 April 2009 29 May 2009 

 
If you have any questions around the registration process or other general queries please send an email to 
seminarregistrations@sparc.org.nz or contact your Relationship Manager. 
 
 

http://www.sparc.org.nz/elite-sport/athletes/prime-ministers-athlete-scholarships
http://www.sparc.org.nz/elite-sport/athletes/prime-ministers-athlete-scholarships
http://www.sparc.org.nz/sport/business-improvement/seminar-programme
mailto:seminarregistrations@sparc.org.nz


 

 
 

NEW CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER APPOINTMENTS       
 
SPORT AUCKLAND:  The board of Sport Auckland has appointed Sue Brewster as its new CEO.  Sue will take 
up her appointment on 20 April.  Sue brings a strong strategic focus to the role along with proven planning 
and organisational skills and embraces the values and vision of Sport Auckland.   
 
Sue comes to Sport Auckland as General Manager of a not-for-profit organisation and prior to that worked in 
the corporate environment in sales and marketing culminating in the role as General Manager of Marketing 
of a major NZ entity.  Sue still enjoys playing competitive sport, has served on sports club committees, and is 
currently an executive board member of Hockey New Zealand and the Lifeline Charitable Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

TASMAN REGIONAL SPORTS TRUST:  Nigel Muir has been appointed as the new CEO of the Trust replacing 
Neville Male who has held the role for the past ten years.  Nigel brings to the role extensive experience from 
the corporate world and a passion for sports and physical activity that started as a sports journalist for The 
Marlborough Express Newspaper.   
 
A keen athlete, Nigel has represented Wellington in swimming and junior football, played rugby for the 
Marlborough Colts and more recently finished third veteran in New Zealand's Coast-to-Coast 2 day mountain 
race.  He is married with three young boys and is actively involved in junior sports coaching in Nelson at both 
a club and representative level. 
 

SPORT MANAWATU:  Mike Daisley will start as the new Chief Executive Officer of Sport Manawatu on 20 
April 2009.  Mike has ties back to the RST industry from his time at Sport Taranaki and since then he has 
worked in sport and recreation in the council, health and national sport governing body environments in 
Scotland and Denmark. 
 
SPORT SOUTHLAND:  Sport Southland also has a new CEO – Richard Hoskin.  Richard previously worked as 
business manager for Otago Cricket and as CEO for Southland Cricket.   
 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS:  Kathy Gibson is the new CEO, replacing Alaister Hutchens.  Kathy leaves a role of CEO at 
Destination Manawatu to come to Special Olympics, although is not unfamiliar with the organization having 
led the process that secured the 2009 Special Olympics National Games for Manawatu. 
 
Kathy is also a volunteer coach and volunteer board member of a number of community based organizations. 
 
GYMSPORTS:  Following the departure of previous CEO Cath Clarke, Sarah Ashmole has been appointed as 
the new CEO for Gymsports.  Sarah’s previous role was as Gymsports Business Development Manager. 
 
ROWING:  Simon Peterson has been appointed as the new CEO of Rowing New Zealand. Simon’s previous 
role was as CEO of Sport Auckland and Chair of Para Olympics’ New Zealand. 
 
HOCKEY:  Ramesh Patel has been appointed as Hockey’s first Hockey Director.  Hockey New Zealand has 
restructured its operations to reflect the future needs of the sport of hockey and its administration.  As a 
result, a new senior position of Hockey Director has been established.  Reporting to the Chief Executive, the 
role will oversee all aspects of the game in New Zealand, for players, coaches and umpires. 
 



 

 
 

WATER POLO:  Nick Cowan, after two years as Chief Executive of New Zealand Water Polo, has resigned to 
pursue the development of his own sports management business with a particular interest in sponsor 
relations and athlete management.  Nick will retain involvement with New Zealand Water Polo in co-
coordinating the ongoing delivery of funding through corporate relationships, community trusts, and 
additional funding sources.  

 
 

 
SPARC SHARING GOOD PRACTICE        
 
Within the Active Communities section of SPARC’s website is a page called Sharing Good Practice which 
features successful Active Communities projects. 
 
Two new Case Studies added this month discuss: - 

 Christchurch City Council’s successful energy efficiency innovations across its portfolio of community 
facilities; and 

 The New Zealand Sports Turf Institute’s partnership with a number of TLA’s for the development of 
the Performance Assessment of Sports Surfaces (PASS) initiative. 

To take a look at these and other case studies please click on the following link: -   
 

http://www.sparc.org.nz/partners-and-programmes/active-communities/good-practice   

 

 

 

MAKING A LONG TERM COUNCIL COMMUNITY PLAN SUBMISSION   
 
Information is now available on SPARC’s website (developed with the input of council people) to help more 
RSOs and Clubs make submissions to TA (Territorial Authorities) Long Term Council Community Plans 
(LTCCPs).   
 
TAs are major providers of sports and recreation facilities – without them much of what happens in our 
sector wouldn’t be possible.  But they are not immune from the current economic climate.  TAs are making 
choices about the services they provide and for some, this could mean reducing funding for sport and 
recreation. 

Feel free to distribute this information throughout your sport or community to help sports groups engage 
with the LTCCP process. 

Submission deadlines for the major city councils are: - 

 22 April                 - Hamilton City 

 24 April                 - North Shore City 

 24 April                 - Tauranga City 

 1 May                    - Manukau City 

 1 May                    - Waitakere City 

 15 May                  - Wellington City 

 19 May                  - Auckland City 

 

http://www.sparc.org.nz/partners-and-programmes/active-communities/good-practice
http://www.sparc.org.nz/partners-and-programmes/national-sporting-organisations/overview/make-a-ltccp-submission


 

 

PUSH PLAY SPONSORED EVENT BREAKS RECORD!      
 
Announced at the final Weet-Bix Tryathlon in New Plymouth on April 3, by the Hon John Key, the Weet-Bix 
Tryathlon officially became the largest children’s sporting event in the world (sanctioned by the International 
Triathlon Union in Canada).  
 
With 18,959 children involved in the 2009 Weet-Bix Tryathlon this year, it is the largest series ever. 
 

 
 
Other big events that Push Play sponsors, Pasifika and Polyfest, have been resounding successes, 
encouraging involvement and engagement with large crowds at both festivals.   
 
Another sponsorship - the SPARC REAL Women’s Duathlon - has also had a great year in terms of boosting 
participant numbers by nine per cent so far this year.  The sheer volume of feedback about how much 
women enjoy this event and the truly heart-warming stories, often describing how the training and 
participation in these events has changed their lives, is phenomenal.  Even more encouraging is the almost 
universal determination expressed by these women to keep active and train for more events! 
 
 
 

        
 

SYDNEY 2009 WORLD MASTERS GAMES – FIT, FUN AND FOREVER YOUNG 
 

SPARC is supporting the organising committee of The Sydney 2009 World Masters Games to promote this 
mega-event in New Zealand.  SPARC knows just how popular masters sport is here in New Zealand and want 
to be sure that as many New Zealanders are able to participate in this massive event, which occurs only every 
four years. 
 
The Sydney 2009 World Masters Games are where everyday people can have extraordinary experiences.  
Held from 10-18 October 2009 in Sydney, the Games are open to everyone, rather than just elite athletes.  To 
enter, people simply need to meet the minimum age for their sport, which ranges between 25 to 35 years, 
depending on the sport (most are 30). 
 



 

 
 
The Games represent a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for you to have an Olympic style experience.  Many of 
the 28 sports competitions are taking place at venues where sport’s biggest names won Olympic medals. 
 
The Sydney 2009 World Masters Games are all about being fit, fun and forever young.   
 
The social program is jam packed with activities, including what promises to be an unforgettable Opening 
Ceremony at Sydney Olympic Park in which the competitors will take centre stage, a Closing Ceremony in the 
heart of the city and daily events in the Sydney Olympic Park precinct and at other social hubs around 
Sydney. 
 
Register online at www.2009worldmasters.com before 31 July 2009.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.2009worldmasters.com/

